Two Men
“Now Peter and John went up together. . .” Acts 3:1
Inseparable friends they were and very successful commercial fisherman.

In Luke the 5th chapter we find Peter and John just finishing their days work – the members of the crew had left the boats and were nearby washing their nets.  At that very spot a large crowd had followed Jesus - anxious to hear every word from this stranger of Galilee.  “Never man spoke like this man.”  (John 7:46)

Because of the press of the crowd Jesus entered one of the boats that had docked

on the shore.  It was Simon Peter’s boat and Jesus asked him to push the boat out

 

a little from the shore.  “And Jesus sat down, and taught the people out of

the boat.” (Verse 3)

When he had finished speaking to the crowd he turned to the leader of the crew and said, “Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” (Verse 4)

Simon Peter, the spokesman, answered with a subtle objection and said:


“Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing; nevertheless,


at thy word I will let down the net.” (Verse 5)

When they did so, there was such a great load of fish that their net broke and the crew of the second boat came to help them. Both boats were filled to overflowing and they began to sink.

When Simon Peter saw what had happened, and sensing it was because of what Jesus had said, he fell down at the feet of Jesus and said, “Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” (Verse 8)

Peter and John and their crews were amazed at the whole scene and Jesus said to them, “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.” (Verse10)
Their amazement was not simply a momentary, emotional reaction, but something that transformed their very purpose in the lives of that hardened crew of fisherman.  


There was no newspaper coverage reporting the unusual happening.  There was no


trumpeting of reports by competing networks about this unusual story.  The scriptural

record simply states: “And when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook
all and followed him.” (Verse 11)

The worldwide impact of what happened that day by the lake of Gennesaret has never diminished.  It challenges all mankind today through the life-changing power of Jesus, the stranger of Galilee.

Peter and John were very different in their personalities – Peter was dynamic, impulsive and unpredictable, while John was disciplined and controlled.  Such a difference between the two disciples was demonstrated at the sepulcher on the morning of the resurrection.

In the 20th chapter of John, Mary Magdalene had been to the sepulcher and found


that the stone had been taken away from the door.  “They have taken away the

Lord out of the sepulcher, and we know not where they have laid him.”


Mary Magdalene’s explanation was erroneous in that she thought someone had 




furtively done this.  However, the true explanation of the incident was that Jesus 

had risen from the dead.  He had rolled the stone away from the door of the

sepulcher and of his own power, simply walked away.
As for the two disciples - - John, the younger of the two and more physically fit outran the older Peter and got to the sepulcher first.  John stopped at the gate of the burial place being aware of
the solemn significance of the circumstances.

Peter, on the other hand, threw caution to the wind and without slacking his pace burst into the sepulcher.

There was an even greater difference between the two disciples – in their service.  Peter was the preacher, speaking spontaneously as he was prompted by the Holy Spirit.  John was the writer, the amanuensis of the Holy Spirit.  He, under the divine inspiration, penned the most sublime of the four gospel records that bears his name.  The theme of his gospel was Jesus, the Savior who has come, and, also the book of Revelation – the most profound prophecy of the King who is coming. 

Peter and John were with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration.  In Matthew 17:1 – 5 we find that

these two friends along with John’s brother James had a most awesome experience.  Jesus took them up into a high mountain - verse 2 - “And (Jesus) was transfigured before them; and his face did shine like the sun, and his raiment was as white as the light.  And behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elijah talking with him (Jesus).”  Peter was so awestruck that he said to Jesus that they should build 3 tabernacles on this spot, one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah.  While Peter was speaking (verse 5) “. . . .a bright cloud overshadowed them; and, behold, a voice out of the cloud, which said, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.’”  
In the book of Acts, chapter 3, we find that “Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer . .  .”  Here they experienced the first miracle since Jesus was exalted. The gate of the temple was called Beautiful and many helpless people laid by this gate and ask alms of all who came through.  When the two friends came through the gate a lame man ask them for alms.  John told the man to look at them and the lame man paid attention to them expecting something from them. 
Peter said, “Silver and gold have I none, but, such as I have, give I thee.  In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.  He took him by the right hand, and lifted him up; and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  And he, leaping up, stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.” (Acts 3:1 – 8)

Both of these men were memorialized in time.  Two of the most famous cathedrals bear their names:
St. Peters in Rome, Italy and St. John the Divine in New York City, New York.

Most importantly, both are memorialized in eternity.  Revelation 21:14 – “And the wall of the city had 12 foundations, and in them the names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb.”

Amazing!  in the light of Acts chapter 4, verse 13:  “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled, . . .”


Unlearned in the Greek, agrammatos - meaning, without good grammar.



Ignorant in the Greek, idiotos – a derivative of illiterate
What made the difference?
“They took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus!”
