The Prayer Perfect
The prayer perfect - there is none to compare with it!  This great model of holy prayer is known commonly as The Lord’s Prayer.  It is the prayer that Jesus gave to His disciples when they came to Him and said:  “Lord, teach us to pray.” (Luke 11:1)  In Matthew 6: 5 – 8, Jesus warned them about vain repetitions and reminded them that prayer does not prevail with God because of an abundance of speaking or multiplying words.  Then He counseled them as
to the procedure they should follow.



“When thou prayest, enter into thy room, and when thou hast



shut the door, pray to thy Father, who is in secret; . . .” (Matthew 6:6)

Following these instructions He uttered these words:





“Our Father, who art in heaven, 









 Hallowed be thy name.





Thy kingdom come. 











 Thy will be done in earth, 








as it is in heaven.





Give us this day our daily bread.





And forgive us our debts, 










as we forgive our debtors.





And lead us not into temptation,









 but deliver us from evil.





For thine is the kingdom, and the power,








 and the glory, forever.  Amen”
What lessons it holds for the one who would practice the privilege of prayer.  It teaches that real prayer is predicated upon the premise of a relationship - - “Our Father”.   It is the privilege of those who have “received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:15)
It teaches us:

· that right prayer begins with worship -   “Hallowed be Thy name”

· that it puts the interest of the kingdom





before mere personal interest -   “Thy Kingdom come”
· that it welcomes the Father’s will





whatever it may be

-  “Thy will be done.”
· that it petitions for present need
- “Give us this day our daily bread”

· that it expresses the desire for a 





cleansed heart and a holy life  - “Forgive us our debts as we 








    forgive our debtors, and lead us 








   
    not into temptation.”
Then, the great conclusion!  Has the significance of this tremendous three-fold truth ever dawned upon you?



“Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever!”
As believers, we need to remind ourselves of this truth often.  
· Thine – (God’s) is the kingdom!

· His is the Power!

· His is the Glory!

“Thine is the kingdom.”  The life of every born-again, blood-bought child of God is in itself a little kingdom of God with their heart as His throne.

One day some devoted mothers in the crowd that pressed around the Lord Jesus


brought their children to Him so that He would touch and bless them.  The disciples


rebuked them and were about to send them away, when Jesus said,



“Permit the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not,




 for such is the kingdom of God.  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever


 shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not



 enter into it.”  (Mark 1-:14, 15)

Jesus was saying that to believe and receive God’s truth concerning God’s redemption – God’s gospel – God’s Son is to have the kingdom of God come into your heart.  Jesus said,


“The kingdom of God cometh not with observation.  Neither



shall they say, Lo here!  Or, lo there!  For, behold, the



kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”  (Luke 17:20, 21)

Jesus was talking about that unseen, spiritual domain of a man’s heart which has surrendered to Christ and owned His Lordship and crowned Him Lord of All.  If you are a Christian, your life is God’s kingdom and your heart is His throne.





“Thine is the kingdom.”
“Thine is the Power”
This is a statement of principle that has a direct bearing upon the service of the believer.  This is a truth that is very fundamental and basic.  Let us not be slow to learn that all of the combined manpower and money, ingenuity and talent, publicity and planning can never do God’s work.




“Thine is the Power”

One day someone in the crowd that pressed upon Jesus asked him,


“What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?”  His answer was:

“This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.” (John 6:28, 29)

Believe on Him for power to save.  Believe on Him for power to serve.

This is a day when we have become delirious for success.  What is success in God’s work?  Today’s view of success in God’s work is crowds, publicity, money.  

A minister was dealing with the matter of the birth of Ishmael and stressing the point of how Abraham had tried to help God fulfill the promise by employing human means.  He pointed out that Abraham tried to force God’s hand in giving him the promise 15 years before God’s time.  The result was that Ishmael was the progenitor of the Arabs – enemies of the Jewish people.
We need to learn to do God’s work God’s way!  It isn’t our style or technique but the Holy Spirit that does the work.  It is not methods or gimmicks – it is the Word of God used by the Spirit of God that brings forth lasting eternal fruit.

God’s plan is: Ye shall be my witnesses!  Ye shall be my seed sowers!

“. . . ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in


Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”  (Acts1:8)


“I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.”  (I Corinthians 3:6)

The Lord’s secret is:


“. . . that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (II Corinthians 4:7)

“. . .Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.”



(Zechariah 4:6)


“For it is God who worketh in you to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 




 (Philippians 2:13)

It is our function to simply be yielded and believing channels.

The secret of success in the work of the Lord is - -“Thine is the Power!”

The last part of this three-fold statement is a foregone conclusion in the light of the first two parts:





“Thine is the Glory!”

Anything done in the name of the Lord  - - anything that is real spiritual activity and service will result in one thing - -  “The Glory of God!
If our hearts are God’s domain – the throne-room of Jesus Christ the Lord

If from that heart-throne God generates all the power by the Holy Spirit for the outworking of His plan and His purpose - - then, there is none else to whom the glory can be ascribed than unto His holy name!


“That according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.”



(I Corinthians l: 31)


“. . . . whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”  (I Corinthians 10:31)

Paul gave the pattern of spiritual service in Ephesians 3, verses 17, 20 and 21:


“That Christ may dwell in (may completely possess) your hearts by faith;”




“For thine is the kingdom”

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we


ask or think according to the power that worketh in us.”
 



“For thine is the power.”

“Unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world


without end.”





“For thine is the glory!”


“Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever!”

