Yatsab and Amad
There is a wonderful and oft-quoted phrase in the Word of God that has been and is a source of comfort, help and inspiration.  It is found in two places in the Old Testament – Exodus 14:13 and II Chronicles 20:17.  Both times spoken to the children of Israel – once by Moses and the second time by Jahaziel the son of Zechariah.



“. . . .Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord. . .”
Although the phrases appear to be the same there is a vast difference in the original meaning of this command as given on each occasion.  An entirely different Hebrew word for “stand still” is used in each case.



Yatsab is the word used by Moses in Exodus 14:13


Amad     is the word used by Jahaziel in II Chronicles 20:17

Whenever it is quoted by God’s people, more often than not, it is used in the sense that Jahaziel used it when he reminded the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their godly king Jehoshaphat that the “battle is not yours but God’s. (II Chronicles 20:15)

It means precisely what our English translation implies – stand still, don’t even move! What other advice could be given to Judah that day?  The story goes that Jehoshaphat knew that Judah was no match for this great multitude that was arrayed against them.   Verses 3 chapter 20 of II Chronicles tells us that Jehoshaphat was afraid and he sought   the Lord!  Then he called for a fast for all of Judah.  Next, he called them all together 
 and led them in a prayer to God asking for His deliverance.

It was then that the Spirit of God moved upon Jahaziel, the Son of Zechariah. He said, 

“Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou King Jehoshaphat,
 thus saith the Lord unto you,



“Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for



the battle is not yours, but God’s. Ye shall not need to fight in this



battle; set yourselves, stand ye still (AMAD), and see the salvation 



of the Lord. . .” (II Chronicles 20:15, 17)
And that’s exactly what they did!  The next morning Jehoshaphat stood up and said, “Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.” (II Chronicles 20:20)


The next thing he did was something that, in this day and age, we wouldn’t

think of doing – he appointed a choir.  They were instructed to go out before


the army and sing praises to the Lord.  Now remember that they were told to


“stand still”.  So Judah was obedient and they stood still and sang praises to


the Lord.  When they began to sing the Lord took over and fought the battle for 
them.  The enemy became confused and started to fight and kill off each other.
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem looked upon the battlefield and saw all the dead bodies. The Word of God tells us that –“None escaped.” (II Chronicles 20:24)

There are times in the experience of the true child of God when trouble arises and there is no human help or hope!  Our strength is gone and we feel doomed, we are helpless!  God says, “Stand still, don’t make a move, stay right where you are.  The battle is mine – I’ll fight it for you.”

Do you have such a situation?  Are you facing the impossible?  Is your strength


gone?  Are your means exhausted and your hope has fled?   

Hear the Word of the Lord:  “Amad, and see the salvation of the Lord”.

Moses did not say Amad to the children of Israel as they stood on the edge of the Red Sea.                  He said, “Yatsab and see the salvation of the Lord”.  (Exodus 14:13)  There is a world of difference between Amad and Yatsab.
Yatsab is a military command for “Attention” be on the alert – get set for immediate action!

The use of this word is significant when you realize the children of Israel’s situation.  Here they were, three million, men, women and children, a community of dependent people not a fighting force.  They were fleeing from Egypt across the desert on foot.  The Red Sea was ahead, a great barrier to them – a great prison wall of water.
Behind them were the 600 chariots of Pharaoh, bristling with fighting men armed to the 

teeth!  Just as they got to the sea the might of the Egyptian military force loomed up on the horizon.


“And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes and


behold the Egyptians marched after them, and they were in great fear; and the


children of Israel cried out to the Lord.”  (Exodus 14:10)

It was at that moment that Moses said to them – “Yatsab!  Stand still – attention – be on the alert for immediate action!  God is going to save us by the miracle of His power!  This is the supreme moment of crisis for us!  This is the moment when we see the salvation of the Lord!  But, we will never see it until we take the step of faith!  We will never see it until we move forward for God!


Moses said, “I’m not telling you to stand still, motionless, immobile, helpless!


I’m telling you to get ready to walk through that sea!  It is the outstretched hand

and the strong right arm of the Lord that will push the waters back!  You will



never be delivered, you will never see the salvation of the Lord until

you move!


You see, this is not the Amad the stand still and see the salvation of the Lord, for helpless dependence.  Thank God, there is that when we need it – but,

this is the Yatsab, the stand still and see the salvation of the Lord which is a call for action, a strong, virile, faith-testing dynamic holy boldness!

Are you facing a crisis in your life?  Ask yourself, which word is applicable


to my situation?  Is it Amad – you can’t do anything about it – you are totally

dependent upon the Lord?  Or is it Yatsab the powerful driving dynamic, 

the poising for positive action?  Which one applies to your situation? Whichever 

word you choose will determine your course. 
After Moses said these tremendous words to the children of Israel, the Lord said in the 15th verse of Exodus 14, “Why criest thou unto me – speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward.”

Not only did God tell Moses to speak to the children of Israel to move forward, but He told him to “ . . . lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea and divide it.”  If 
he did that the result would be “and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.” (Exodus 14:16)


God was saying to Moses – “Have faith in God.” (Mark 11:22) or as the 

Authorized Version of the Bible says, “Have the faith of God.” In 


Hebrews 11:29, it is said that “By faith they passed through the Red Sea


as by dry land. . .”  
In the 23rd verse of  Mark  Jesus said, “. . .Whosoever shall say to this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass, he shall have whatever he saith.”
Remember, as you face your mountain – 













Amad – Have the faith of God to stand still, do nothing, leave




              it all to Him and see the salvation of the Lord - or



Yatsab – Have the faith of God - go into action with holy boldness




    and see the salvation of the Lord.

