The Five Crowns of Reward


The Five Crowns of Reward
(1 Corinthians 9:24)  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

:25)  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

26)  I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27)  But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

I. The Ways A Believers Life In Judgement is Compared to:

A. The Believers Life is Compared First to a Race I Cor 9:24

1. It is to be run to win the race & thus the Crown

στέφανος
stephanos

Thayer Definition:
1) a crown

1a) a mark of royal or (in general) exalted rank

1a1) the wreath or garland which was given as a prize to victors in public games

1b) metaphorically the eternal blessedness which will be given as aprize to the genuine servants of God and Christ: the crown (wreath) which is the reward of the righteousness

1c) that which is an ornament and honour to one

Part of Speech: noun masculine

1. A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from an apparently primary stepho (to twine or wreathe)
B.  The Believers Life is Compared to Building A House – I Corinthians 3:9-15
1Co 3:9  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

10  According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

1. Depending on the Building Materials Used Determines the Outcome of the Believers Judgement Whether there is A Reward v. 14 or Loss of Reward v. 15
The Idea of Loss is Found in 

2Jn 1:8  Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 

Rev 3:11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

1Co 3:15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

Mat 25:29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

Mat 25:30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Principle Salvation is always by Grace but Judgement is According to One’s Works = The Judgement Seat for the Believer is Not About Salvation,  because that was Decided While On Earth, but on What You Did With the Eternal Life God Gave You or Your Works.  1Co 3:15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

II. The Timing of the Rewards – Between the Rapture and Jesus Second Coming:

A. There are a series of events that take place: the receiving of the Believers Glorified Bodies; The Believers Judgement & the The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

B. Jesus Has Promised Our Rewards

2Co 5:9  Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him. 

2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

2Co 5:11  Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. 

Rom 14:10  But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Rev 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.

III.  There are Five Crowns of Rewards

A. The Victors Crown 1Co 9:25  And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

B. The Crown of Life Jas 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  Rev 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.  

1. The word martyr originally meant witness but became associated with our meaning with so many sealing their witness with their blood

2. The catacombs are 600 miles of underground caverns in Rome which during the 300 years of suppression of Christianity hold about 1,750,00 to 4,000,000 Christians = one inscription “The word of God is not bound.”

3. Estimated 50 million people martyred for their faith during Dark Ages

4. Estimated 1 million martyred when Communists overtook China

Application:  many people either become bitter and start complaining about their, job, husband, wife, kids, church or life in general they are like Job’s wife who says curse God and die instead of persevering and not giving up but with a thankful and trusting heart wins the Crown of Life

Illustration  Forty Wrestlers for Christ
In the days of the Roman Emperor Nero, a band of soldiers known as the Emperor's Wrestlers served him. They were picked from the best and the bravest of the land, recruited from the great athletes of the Roman amphitheater. 

In the great amphitheater they upheld the arms of the emperor against all challengers. Before each contest they stood before the emperor's throne. Then through the courts of Rome rang the cry: "We, the wrestlers, wrestling for thee, O Emperor, to win for thee the victory and free thee, the victor's crown." 

When the great Roman army was sent to fight in Gaul, no soldiers were braver or more loyal than this band of wrestlers led by their centurion Vespasian. But news reached Nero that many Roman soldiers had accepted the Christian faith. Therefore, this decree was dispatched to the centurion Vespasian; "If there be any among your soldiers who cling to the faith of the Christian, they must die!" 

The decree was received in the dead of winter. The soldiers were camped on the shore of a frozen inland lake. It was with sinking heart that Vespasian, the centurion, read the emperor's message. 

Vespasian called the soldiers together and asked: "Are there any among you who cling to the faith of the Christian? If so, let him step forward!" Forty wrestlers instantly stepped forward two paces, respectfully saluted, and stood at attention. Vespasian paused. He had not expected so many, nor such select ones. "Until sundown I shall await your answer," said Vespasian. Sundown came. Again the question was asked. Again the forty wrestlers stepped forward. 

Vespasian pleaded with them long and earnestly without prevailing upon a single man to deny his Lord. Finally he said, "The decree of the emperor must be obeyed, but I am not willing that your comrades should shed your blood. I order you to march out upon the lake of ice, and I shall leave you there to the mercy of the elements." 

The forty wrestlers were stripped and then, falling into columns of four, marched toward the center of the lake of ice. As they marched they broke into the chant of the arena: "Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee, the victor's crown!" Through the night Vespasian stood by his campfire and watched. As he waited through the long night, there came to him fainter and fainter the wrestlers' song. 

As morning drew near one figure, overcome by exposure, crept quietly toward the fire; in the extremity of his suffering he had renounced his Lord. Faintly but clearly from the darkness came the song: "Thirty-nine wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee, the victor's crown!" 

Vespasian looked at the figure drawing close to the fire. Perhaps he saw eternal light shining there toward the center of the lake. Who can say? But off came his helmet and clothing, and he sprang upon the ice, crying, "Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, to win for Thee the victory and from Thee, the victor's crown!" 

C. The Crown of Glory = the Pastor’s Crown 1Pe 5:4  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

God’s Pay

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay,

However long may seem the day,

However weary be the way;

Though powers and princes thunder “Nay,”

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay.

He does not pay as others pay,

In gold or land or raiment gay;

But God in wisdom knows a way,

And that is sure, let come what may,

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay.

Illustration:  Evangelist Jr. Hill had interviewed all of the seminary presidents and asked them about how many pastors were training for the ministry.  All responded that has been the biggest drop off.  Everyone is trying to train for a staff position.  People have seen their fathers or pastors attacked relentlessly and said they would never want to subject themselves to that.
D.  The Crown of Righteousness  2Ti 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

It may be at midday, it may be at twilight,

It may be, perchance, that the blackness of midnight
Will burst into light in the blaze of His glory,
When Jesus comes for His own.
Oh, joy! Oh, delight! should we go without dying,
No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying,
Caught up through the clouds with our Lord into glory,
When Jesus comes for His own.
O Lord Jesus, how long, how long
Ere we shout the glad song,
Christ returneth!  Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!  Amen.

 Hallelujah!  Amen.
E. The Crown of Rejoicing = the Soul Winners Crown  

1Th 2:19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

1Th 2:20  For ye are our glory and joy. 

Php 4:1  Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

Pro 11:30  The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

Dan 12:3  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 

IV. We see the Results of Judgement in Eternity
A. We will cast our Crown at Jesus Feet in Praise
Rev 4:4  And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.

Rev 4:10  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 

Rev 4:11  Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Head the Warning

Rev 3:11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
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