Mary,
                    the virgin mother
The inclusion of the name of Mary, the virgin mother, in the account of the birth of Jesus Christ elevated the status of women to the highest degree.  It was not a man but a woman that Isaiah spoke of in chapter 14 and verse 7 of his great prophecy:



“. . . . . Behold, the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall



call his name Emmanuel.”
It was to the little Jewish maiden the angel Gabriel said,





“. . . . . thou who are highly favored, the Lord is with thee;” (Luke 1:28)
This was spoken, not to some man of lordly rank and position of power, but to a humble peasant girl who responded,



“For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden; behold, from



henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.” (Luke 1:48)

The high favor conferred upon her involved an incredible happening - the visitation of the angel Gabriel.  Gabriel was not an ordinary angel.  He was in the highest echelon of that order of celestial beings – he was one of the presence angels who stand continually “. . . in the presence of God.” (Luke 1:19)

Scripture records that the angel Gabriel appeared only three times:  


To Daniel - (Daniel 8:16) “And I heard a man’s voice . . . who called




        and said, Gabriel make this man to understand the vision”.



To Zacharias - (Luke 1:11, 12 and 19)  “And there appeared unto him an                                                                                     



 angel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the alter of 





 incense.  And when Zacharias saw him he was troubled,




 and fear fell upon him. . . . And the angel, said unto him,




 I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and am





 sent to speak unto thee . . .”



To Mary – (Luke 1:26, 27) “. . . in the sixth month, the angel, Gabriel, 




      was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,




      to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of




      the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.”
He is described in Daniel 8:15 as having the appearance of a man and the impact upon all three was awesome – “I was afraid and fell upon my face.” (Daniel 8:17)  

In each of the 3 appearances, the mission of Gabriel was something that pertained to the coming Messiah.  When he appeared to Daniel it was concerning the coming of Messiah in its relationship to the prophetic program of the nation of Israel. (Daniel 9:24 - 27)

His visit to Zacharias pertained to the coming of the Messiah in relationship to Messiah’s forerunner - John the Baptist (Luke 1:13-17).

When he appeared to the virgin Mary it pertained to something of far greater importance than the prophetic program of Israel or the forerunner of Messiah – it was the birth of Messiah!
The message of the angel Gabriel involved also a majestic miracle.  When Mary heard that she would conceive and become the mother of Messiah, she asked, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man.” (Luke 1:34)  She was then told of the unbelievable miracle – a miracle most profound and mysterious, a miracle utterly unique, a miracle the like of which had never happened in the history of man prior to that time and that will never happen again – a miracle contradicting  the laws of genetics – a miracle of the most incredible dimension reaching from the throne of God in heaven to the depths of human need on earth – the miracle of a child born of a virgin.
The explanation of the angel was as chaste and profound as the miracle itself, (Luke 1:35),


“The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall                 
overshadow thee; Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee

shall be called the Son of God!”
Interwoven into the fabric of the honor conferred upon Mary was a great principle of truth.  It was in fact the inevitable corollary of the whole miraculous event.  In giving the explanation of how it was done the angel enunciated the basis underlying it as he added,



“For with God nothing shall be impossible.”  (Luke 1:37)
To which the virgin in her marvelous magnificat gave expression to the fact that this fabulous, limitless principle had been demonstrated in her experience as she responded:



“He that is mighty hath done great things to me and holy is His 



name.” (Luke 1:49)

Mixed with the honor and glory of it all was the great price that would enevitably be required of the virgin mother.  When the babe of Bethlehem was presented in the temple, according to the requirements of Mosiac law, the godly and devout Simeon included in his inspired expression the dark, and foreboding forecast that ,. . . “this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also).” (Luke 2:34, 35)  It was to be a double-edged sword that struck at both mother and child.
What a price Mary paid as she endured the caustic criticism of coarse and cruel gossip as those who were abysmally ignorant of the matter maligned her as birthing in her unwed condition a child of illegitimacy.  Neither did they know the truth nor cared to believe anything other than the worst regarding her act of criminality.  This resulting in the blasphemous remark,               “her  bastard offspring.”  She walked under a cloud of misunderstanding and shame for the remainder of her natural life and not able to speak in her own defense suffering intolerable indignity she was obliged to “. . . . keep all these things, and pondered them in her heart.”  (Luke 1:19)
The hurt and indignity she had to bear was nothing compared to the treatment imposed upon her divine Son by a vicious, devil-deceived society.  He was hated without cause, cursed as an agent of Beelzebub, tried to kill him and FINALLY,  THEY CRUCIFIED HIM!!

No one can understand the travail of her soul – nor can they diminish the eternal


weight of the glory which now is hers in the presence of Him who endured the

cross and is sitting a the right hand of the Majesty on High!

“And Mary said, ‘My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Savior.’”
(Luke 1:46)
