Providentially Planned
Meeting
Jesus saith unto her,”Give me to drink”.


“Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with . . . .”

This verbal exchange is recorded in the Gospel of John the 4th chapter. It is part of a conversation between 2 people who were as far removed from each other as two people could possibly be.




- one was a man  --  one was a woman




- one was a Jew -- the other a Samaritan




- one was the sinless Son of God – the other a sinful woman of the streets




- one had a physical thirst – the other, a spiritual thirst.

But there was one thing each had in common that day – both of them were seeking.




- Jesus was seeking a soul who had lost her respect, lost her purity, lost




   her peace, lost her way.




- The woman was seeking something to satisfy the cravings of her soul.               
It was not happenstance this meeting of the Lord Jesus with the Samaritan woman.  It was not mere coincidence.  This meeting was born in Heaven – Providentially Planned by God on that
particular day – at that particular place – between that particular person and the Lord Jesus - it was the moment of soul destiny for this woman of Samaria.

There comes a crisis hour in the life of every man and woman – an hour of decision – when God has an appointment with the individual.  A time when God confronts us with the issue of our eternal welfare.  A time when the Spirit of God speaks, convicts, woos and seeks to win that soul unto himself. 
The story of this meeting at Jacob’s well as told by John is simple and direct.  It was over in a few moments and yet, in those split seconds of time a soul was born from above and a life was transformed in the twinkling of an eye!

Here’s the picture: (Gospel of John, Chapter 4: 1 – 26)
Jesus was traveling from Judea to Galilee and he came to the city of Sychar in Samaria.  On the outskirts of that town was a well called after the name of the patriarch, Jacob.  Jesus sent his disciples into the city to buy food and being wearied he sat down by the well.  It was blistering hot under the torrid direct rays of the tropical sun – the worst time of the day – High Noon!

Very soon after his arrival along came the one with whom He had an appointment – the woman of Samaria.

When we have appointments with people we generally arrange for them beforehand. Jesus never did!  He was the Son of God – He doesn’t need to check with anyone the day before.  He knows you’ll be there – nobody ever escapes an appointment with God.

So it was with the Samaritan woman – she had an appointment with Jesus she didn’t know about.

When she came, Jesus opened the conversation – that’s always the way God works.  You may not want to talk to Him.  You may try to avoid the meeting – but, He is going to bring circumstances to bear in your life where you can’t dodge Him.  He is going to speak to your heart whether you like it or not.


You might try not to respond.  You might give Him an evasive answer.  You might


even dare to say “No” to Him – but you’ll do it at the peril of your never-dying soul.

Jesus spoke to the woman and said, “Give me a drink of water.”  With that request He aroused the sinful woman’s suspicions and she replied, “How is it that thou, being a Jew, ask me for a drink, who am a woman of Samaria? For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.”

(John 4:4 says of Jesus:  He must needs go through Samaria.  From the natural 
standpoint, Jesus being a Jew would never have gone this way because of the strong 
sentiment between the Jews and the Samaritans.  The Nation of Israel had set up


a schismatic altar – a place of false worship - in Samaria as opposed to the only place

God had appointed for the Jewish altar, the place He had chosen for His dwelling

place, the Holy City – Jerusalem.  The situation had engendered bitterness – stirred up

strife and fomented all kinds of hatreds and divisions.)
Jesus’ response satisfied her suspicions but stimulated her curiosity as He said, “If thou knowest the gift of God and who it is that saith to thee give me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him and He would have given thee living water.” 
She thought He spoke of the cool refreshing water down in that well and she looked him over –


- she saw He carried no pail to dip in the well


- He had no knapsack containing a desert canteen and she said:

“But the well is deep and you have nothing to draw with – from where, then, hast thou that living water?” 
Jesus made it perfectly clear that He spoke not of the water in the well for thirsty bodies but of the water of life for thirsty souls.  He was talking about that water of which Isaiah spoke hundreds of years before when He cried, “Ho, every one that thirsteth , come ye to the waters – and he that hath no money come ye buy and eat;  Yes, come buy wine and milk without money and without price.” (Isaiah 55:1)

Isaiah was forecasting the coming of Him who would bring to the thirsty souls                   
of men living water.  He would bring to broken hearts the wine of the gladness

of God’s salvation.  To the hungry He would bring the bread of life.  All of grace

plus nothing, without money and without price.

The mighty One that the prophet told about was standing there before that wicked woman.  And Jesus said to her”  “Whosoever drinketh of the waters of this world shall thirst again – whoso drinketh of the water that I shall give shall never thirst again.”  The woman said unto Him, “Sir give me this water that I thirst not – neither come hither to draw.”

She had a need that had never been met.  She had a hunger that had never been satisfied. She had a thirst that had never been slacked.  She had tried everything, legitimate and illegitimate – the fleshpots of the world – the pleasures of sin that satisfy for only a short season. 
In that hour Jesus pressed the cup of salvation to the parched lips of her soul and she drank and was satisfied!  The woman of Samaria was cleansed from sin and shame!  What a moment!
She had a personal, crucial, crisis meeting with the miracle-working Son of God.  She was born again – she became a new creation –





“. . . old things are passed away;





behold, all things become new.”  




                                                                         II Corinthians 5:17
