A Corsage of Sweet P’s
Philippians 4
Paul’s epistle to the church at Philippi is unexcelled in its ability to reach into the secret recesses of the soul and touch the deepest emotions of the human heart!


It does not focus upon specific doctrines as in the case of the epistle to the Romans,


the Corinthian letters, Ephesians, Galations, epistle to the church at Colosse or


those addressed to Thessalonica.

It seems to provide the answer to the question posed by the “weeping prophet” -- “Is there a Balm in Gilead; is there no physician there?” (Jeremiah 8:22)  Here at last is an answer – the epistle of Paul to the Philippian believers – the epistle of spiritual and emotional balm for the healing of wounded hearts.


Someone has observed that the masterworks of Tchaikovsky (that genius who

 
spoke to the deepest human emotions through his music) was to music what the


Book of Philippians is to the Pauline epistles.
Perhaps this was because it was born in the prison cell where human woes abound.  To read it and meditate upon its truths is like bathing in warm body oils.  It seems to cry out – “Come weary and heavy laden one . . . the Great Physician is here . . . He has the very healing medicine you need.”
We have a beautiful custom in today’s culture – that of sending flowers to those who are ill and confined to a hospital bed.  The reason is obvious - - flowers, better than any other means express love and concern.  They fill the sick room with warmth, beauty and hope.

In the 4th chapter of Philippians we find a beautiful spiritual bouquet comprised of 6 beautiful blooms.  


However, the analogy is not an accurate one.  A bouquet is an arrangement of 


flowers placed in a vase and set on a table.  The grouping of spiritual blooms in 
Philippians 4 is rather a corsage made of 6 Sweet P’s to be worn and displayed 

to all we meet.

Blossom #1:-


The first of the six Sweet P’s is the Flower of PRAISE.  Verse 4:  “Rejoice in


the Lord always and again I say, Rejoice.”  Praising God with a joyful heart


certainly is a Christian grace and a very essential one.  It is that which glorifies

the Lord.  “Whoso offers praise glorifieth me;”  (Psalm 50:23)  It also strengthens


“the praiser”.  Nehemiah 8, verse 10 says “. . . the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Rejoice in the Lord when the sun is beaming light and love upon life’s way . . . . when all is going well . . . . when no storm clouds darken the sky?  YES!! of course!!  Surely it does not mean to rejoice when troubles come like sea billows roll - - when the cold North winds of adversity are tossing the little bark of our lives to and fro mid angry waves of untoward 

circumstances – surely not then!  The injunction of  verse 4 makes provision for the convenient times to rejoice.  It is in good times and bad times – in season and out of season. This is the meaning of the single word in verse 4 – ALWAYS.  Another objection is raised, “How could anyone be expected to do such a thing?”  Three little words supply the secret, “In the Lord”.
No!  We do not rejoice over adverse circumstances but such things do not quench the rejoicing.

Rejoicing is not dependent upon circumstances – good or bad – rejoicing is based upon the Lord. 

Putting the negative, forbidding, discouraging circumstances alongside the Lord and in the light of His power, His love, His grace they melt away into nothingness.  We see only Him, our

all-sufficient Lord and seeing Him we cannot help but REJOICE!
Blossom #2:-

The second “Sweet P” in our spiritual corsage is PETITION.  Verse 6:



“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and





supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 



known unto God.”

Here again is a truth which cannot help but cause a problem to a weak believer.

“Be anxious for nothing” - literally, “don’t worry about anything at all.”  The immediate natural reaction is – that’s absurd – everybody worries – there is no one who doesn’t.  Paul is not basing his theology on natural tendencies and weaknesses.  This is a spiritual command.  Worry is the antithesis of trusting God.  It is the antithesis of faith and faith is the foundational ingredient of the spiritual life.
Romans 1:17 has an interesting phrase, “ – from faith to faith.”  It means faith from beginning to end.  Without it we cannot please God for, “he that cometh to God must believe that HE IS and that he is the REWARDER of them that diligently seek Him.  (Hebrews 11:6)

FAITH glorifies God in 2 ways – it shows that we believe God exists 


   and hears and answers prayer.

WORRY – unfaith – is a practical, if unwitting, denial that God does


    in fact exist and responds to the prayers of those who trust Him.
What is the great hindrance to prayer?  It is the devil himself and he will attack at the most vital

spiritual point, namely prayer.  So our prayers will not be hindered we must consciously and

bravely submit and resist  - submit ourselves to God and resist the devil.  James 4:7 says that if we do, “he will flee from us.”
Then, with a heart welling up in thanksgiving for His great faithfulness, mercy and love pour out before your heavenly Father all your requests - for it is more than a trite truth in a gospel song – it is a beautiful, burden-lifting truth:




“All your anxieties, all your care




 
 Bring to the mercy seat – leave them there;




  Never a burden He will not share





  Never a friend like Jesus.”     








- Edward Henry Joy
Blossom #3:-


The next Sweet P follows number 2 in logical sequence in verse 7.  It would be gilding

the lily to add to this well-known and greatly loved spiritual gem.  It has been a source of 
strength for God’s tired and tried saints. . . . .




“And the PEACE of God, which passeth all understanding, shall




  keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Another rendering projects a strong mental picture with a military flair . . . . .




“God’s peace like a sentinel mounts guards and patrols before




  the hearts door keeping worry out.”




“Peace, peace, wonderful peace




 Coming down from the Father above;




 Sweep over my spirit forever I pray




 In fathomless billows of love.” 








- W.D. Cornell
Blossom #4:-


Number 4 in the Christians corsage is PRACTICE.  In the face of the problems and
troubles, burdens and fears that might beset us, how wonderful it is that our heavenly 
Father has provided the recourse of prayer and bids us to come boldly to the throne of 
grace.
This is the strong emphasis of verse 9.   It tells us to “gird up the loins of your mind. . . . . .”        
(1 Peter 1:13) and apply ourselves in living for God.  Paul had given intensive instruction to all of the churches and the church at Philippi was no exception.  Along with his emphasis on the spiritual blessings and benefits of prayer and peace he stressed that the other great practical truths must be assiduously applied in their daily lives . . . .




“Those things which ye have both learned, and received,



 and heard, and seen in me – DO!” (Philippians 4:9)
He is saying to them that God neither needs nor can tolerate half-hearted, lukewarm dilatory souls.  We are saved to serve.
 Don’t be a religious sponge. .  simply taking in!  Be a conduit from whose life a stream of blessing continually flows for the glory of God.  For those who will rouse themselves to do so, there is the inevitable result “ . . . . and the God of peace shall be with you.”  We have already noted the blessedness of having the “peace of God” – as wonderful as this is, there is something even better – that is to posses the “God of peace.” It is far greater to have the Giver.

Blossom #5:-


The 5th flower in our corsage is closely related to #4.  It is POISE.
Paul speaking from   

his own experience wrote in verses 11 and 12 of Philippians 4:


“. . . . I have learned, in whatever state I am, to be content.  I know both 


how to be abased, and I know how to abound; everywhere in all things



I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to



suffer need.”

He is talking about contentment.  Paul says it is something that he had to learn.  He knew the formula and passed it on to his son in the faith Timothy.  It is so tantalizingly simplistic!  In this modern age of affluence majoring on the acquisition of riches and creature-comfort, it is almost too homespun to appeal to victims of today’s sophisticated culture.  This was Paul’s recipe for contentment:


“Godliness with contentment is great gain – having food and raiment



 let us therewith be content.”  (1 Timothy 6-8)

Such a formula might be terribly dull and drab to some people – even many Christians today, but it is the down-to-earth guarantee for what those same people are searching for – contentment!
Paul said he knew how to achieve this – that he had been instructed in it and that he was content that it be so.
What is this?  This is a state of heart and soul, attitude and outlook – expressed in a single word POISE.
Blossom #6:-

The secret of this condition of fortitude and poise is to be found in a POWER which


Paul was frank to admit was not of or from himself.  As the glory of the moon is 
borrowed from the sun so Paul’s strength that enabled him “to do all things” was


drawn from Christ who strengthened him.  The word means “to make inwardly 
powerful.”
Did anyone endure more persecutions, privations and sufferings than the apostle Paul?  In the 4th chapter of II Corinthians he described some of the conditions he was subjected to for the cause of the gospel.


- troubled (hard-pressed) on every side – yet not distressed (crushed)



- perplexed – but not in despair



- persecuted (pursued by an enemy) – but not forsaken (abandoned)



- cast down – but not destroyed

The very conditions through which Paul was going only made the great truth of Philippians 4:13 to shine with greater luster.



 “I can do all things through Christ, who strengtheneth me.”

If circumstances had been in Paul’s favor . . . no trouble, no opposition, no difficulties, no persecutions . . . the truth of this scripture would be meaningless.  Having to draw upon all the strength and sufficiency of Christ was a critical necessity for Paul.  He could not have endured in his own strength.  But, he did endure because Christ was the source of his strength and power and endurance and he could triumphantly say “. . . . though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed everyday.”  (2 Corinthians 4:16) 
As a tried, afflicted, tempest-tossed saint wrote recently,  “It has been hard – without the Lord’s help I couldn’t make it.  How I praise Him for the truth of Philippians 4.”
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