Forty
Genesis to James
In the Bible the number 40 is not used as a “type” per se, however, the study of the passages where it is used indicates there is a possible meaning for it.  There seems to be a certain commonality in the various references when taken collectively, the commonality being the element of TESTING.
Take for instance, The Flood.  Genesis 7:4 says “I will cause it to rain upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights.”  Genesis 7:17: “The flood was 40 days upon the earth.”  Genesis 8:6:  “At the end of 40 days Noah opened the window of the ark.”

What was the TESTING?  Not Noah and family; not the antediluvians who perished in the flood.   Then what?   It was the ark itself that was the subject of the TESTING - The test of its durability to withstand the attrition of the holocaust of the great flood.  The ark withstood the TEST (Genesis 8:6).
The ark is a type of Christ, the Ark of salvation.  On the cross “all the waves and billows” of divine wrath were poured out on Him.  He “endured the cross”! The Ark of salvation is the only refuge for the sinner from the coming storm of eternal judgment.

Exodus 16:35 tells us that “. . . the children of Israel did eat manna 40 years.”  This was a TEST of the faithfulness of God to fulfill His promise. Actually, it was a dual TEST:  First, the promise of God to provide for His people on the wilderness journey, (verse 4 of chapter 16) “I will rain bread from heaven for you.”  His promise was TESTED and proved every day for 40 years.  We can fully trust the promises of God all of which are “yea and amen in Christ Jesus.” (II Corinthians 1:20).  
Second, the Israelites were also TESTED as to whether they would believe in the promise of provision that God had made and walk in His way.  “I will rain bread from heaven for you and the people shall go out and gather a certain amount every day (Exodus 16:16-18), that I may TEST them whether they will walk in my law or not” (Genesis 16:4).
“And Moses went into the midst of a cloud, and got up into the mount; and Moses was in the mount

40 days and 40 nights” (Exodus 24:18).

“And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron and said. . . make us gods, which shall go before us; for this Moses,

the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we know not what is become of him” (Exodus

32:1). Aaron gathered up their gold earrings and fashioned them a golden calf to lead them. (Exodus
32:1-5). The congregation of Israel was TESTED and they failed miserably! 

 Here is another TEST of faith vs. circumstances.  We read in Numbers 13:25 “And they (the spies in the promised land) returned from searching the land after 40 days.”  All 12 of the spies were TESTED - 10 failed (verses 27-29; 31-33) “We are not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we”
(Exodus 13:31).  Only Joshua and Caleb passed the TEST (Numbers 13:30; 14:6-9) “Let us go up at once and posses it. . . . . .; the land that we passed through. . . . . . is a very good land.”  What was their secret?  “They wholly followed the Lord” (Numbers 13:12).
David and Goliath!  A TEST of faith against impossible odds.  “And the Philistine drew near morning and evening and presented himself 40 days” (I Samuel 17:16).  And the Philistine said in verse 19
of this chapter, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we might fight together.”  King Saul and all Israel were dismayed and greatly afraid (verse 11).
Now there were 3 sons of Jesse that followed Saul to the battle and David the youngest tended his father’s sheep.  Jesse sent David to the battle scene with provisions for his brothers.  When he arrived

at the scene of battle he heard the Philistine make the same challenge of verse 11.

David asked – “Who is this uncircumcised  Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
(Verse 26) and in verse 32 David told Saul that he was willing to go up against the Philistine.  King Saul

answered -“thou are but a youth!”  In the end, David convinced Saul that he would deliver the Philistine
into his hands.

David went forth in the name and the power of the Lord.  “for the battle is the Lord’s. .” verses 45-47).

He gained the victory and passed the TEST gloriously.
In I Kings chapter 18 Elijah challenged Ahab – “And Elijah said to the people, How long halt ye

between two opinions?  If the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal then follow him” (verse 21).  Later on in the chapter we read about Elijah’s prophecy of rain.  James 5:17, 18 tells us that Elijah was
a man subject to like passions as we are and he prayed and it did not rain for 3 years and he prayed again and the heavens gave rain.  When Ahab told Jezebel the happenings at Mt. Carmel she threatened to kill Elijah so he fled for his life to Beersheba.

Now Elijah was tired and suffered a great let-down from the exhilaration of the happenings on Mt. Carmel and the miracle of the rain.  He was physically exhausted and he lay down under a Juniper tree
and told the Lord that he wanted to die.  “It is enough!  Now Lord take away my life” (I Kings 19:4).



“. . . the angel of the Lord touched him and said . . . Arise and eat


because the journey is too great for thee.



“And  he arose and did eat and drink and went in the strength of 



that food 40 days and 40 nights unto Horeb, the mount of God.”



(I Kings 19:4-8)

When Elijah got to Horeb he hid in a cave and complained to the Lord that he was the only prophet left and everyone wanted to kill him.  This was a TEST  of what to do when suffering from physical exhaustion, discouragement and depression.  Elijah was NOT the only one left.  We read in verse 18
“I have left 7,000 in Israel that have not bowed their knees to Baal.”

The cure for depression thinking?  Sleep (verses 5, 6) Strengthening (verse 8) and listening to that still small voice (verse 12).

Jesus in the wilderness. . . . the TESTING  of temptation, Luke 4 verse 2, “Being 40 days tested by 
the devil.” 



Jesus was hungry – Satan tempted Jesus to turn the stone into bread.



Jesus was tempted with the lust of the eye – Satan tempted Jesus with




“all this I will give thee.”



Jesus was tempted with the pride of life  - “they shall bear thee up lest




thou dash thy foot against a stone”

The secret of victory . . . . the Word of God, “IT IS WRITTEN. . . .”  Luke 4 verses 4, 8, 12 and Psalm

119:ll “Thy word have I hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.”

“Jesus showed Himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 40 days . . . (Acts1:3).  Jesus used this time to prepare the disciples for the TESTING times of persecution that was just ahead for them.  
· “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings; (Acts 4:31)
· “. . . . and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them. . . (Acts 5:40)

· “. . . .and they gnashed on him with their teeth. . . .cast him out of the city and


stoned him. . . . And devout men carried Stephen to his burial. . . . (Acts 7:54



58; 8:2).

God’s provision for that TESTING time – “. . . . wait for the promise of the Father. . . . . ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit . . . . (Acts 1:4)  “But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you. . . . (Acts 1:8).
Moses – the three-fold TEST of his life:  

The first 40 years -  “When he was full 40 years old it came into his heart to visit his brethren, the


         children of Israel (Acts 7:23).”  This was the period of worldly advantage:  Palace



         verse 21; Education, verse 22a; Prominence, Verse 22b.



         The TEST was the lure of worldliness.  Moses passed the TEST and repudiated it.  



         “By faith Moses. . . . . refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. . . . .



         Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater than the treasures of Egypt. . . .



         (Hebrews 11:24 - 26)”.  

The second 40 years - “And when 40 years were expired, there appeared to him. . . .an angel of the




Lord in a flame of fire in a bush (Acts 7:30)”.




The TEST was the challenge of the call of God.  “And Moses went and returned 



to Jethro, his father-in-law, and said to him, Let me go, I pray thee. . . . and Moses




took his wife and sons. . . and returned to Egypt. . . . with the rod of God in his 




hand (Exodus 4:18, 20).”



        
Moses passed the TEST; he responded to the call.
The third 40 years -
“He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt,




and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness 40 years (Acts 7:36).”  




The TEST was faithfulness to God’s call and purpose.




“. . . . the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. . . . he brought us out 



from there, that he might bring us in to give us the land. . . .And the Lord 




commanded us to . . . fear the Lord our God for our good always . . . and it shall



be our righteousness if we observe to do all these commandments. . . . .”




(Deuteronomy 6:21-25)



“And Moses verily was faithful . . . .” (Hebrews 3:5)



“There hath no TESTING taken you but such is common to man; but



God is faithful, who will not permit you to be TESTED above that ye 



are able, but will, with the TESTING also make the way to escape, that





ye may be able to bear it”  (I Corinthians 10:13).
