Jesus in the Midst
John 20:19, 20

Without a doubt there has never been a more disheartened, discouraged, disillusioned group in the entire world than the disciples of Christ during the trying days of His passion.

After he was crucified they had taken his body down from the cross and laid it in Joseph of Arimathaea’s tomb.  They sunk down deeper and deeper with every passing hour into the slough of despair and the clutches of fear.

Three days passed – for these disciples it seemed like three centuries of a haunted nightmare.  

Hope was gone – joy was gone – peace was gone!  The whole fabric of their lives fell apart at the seams.  They were lost in the quagmire of cynicism, despair and bitterness.

John tells us in the 20th chapter of his gospel that on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the sepulcher and found the stone rolled away and the body of Jesus gone.  She ran to find someone and met Simon Peter and the “other” disciple and cried, “They have taken away my Lord . . . and we know not where they have laid him.”

“We trusted that it had been he who should have redeemed Israel; and besides

all this, today is the third day since these things were done.”  (Luke 24:21) 


said another.


“I’m tired of making bold statements and doing brave, if not brash, acts to


demonstrate my loyalty.  I’ve done enough – I’ve lost everything – I’m 


through – I quit – I’m going back to my fishing nets” said impulsive Peter.

In view of everything that had taken place who could blame them.  They had not only lost their hopes – they had been played for fools and were the laughing stock of the whole world.  NO! Worse than that!  Their very lives were in jeopardy.  Why shouldn’t they abandon hope and give it all up for a bad job?

John 20:19 and 20 says:  “Then the same day at evening. . .” something happened!   Jesus came and stood in the midst!  That changed everything!

To the one who is a despairing, disconsolate and disheartened child of God, this

is what you need!  Jesus in the Midst !

In John 19:18 tells us how they crucified Him, and two others with Him – one on either side and 

Jesus in the Midst !   After He was crucified and risen He appeared to His disciples and stood in the midst!  

Some time ago a minister announced in the paper that his Sunday sermon was


entitled – “The Pertinency of Jesus”.  Jesus isn’t pertinent – He is basic! He is


Alpha and Omega!  Jesus isn’t pertinent to an issue – Jesus is the issue!  He’s            
always in the midst of our hearts – our lives – our circumstances.
When Jesus stood in the midst of that upper room (John 20) the door was shut.  The world was shut out.  Think on this – God has always worked behind closed doors.  There are many “closed doors” in the scriptures.

After Noah got all the animals, supplies and passengers aboard the ark, Genesis 7:16 says “God shut him in”.


In Noah’s case the closed door meant peace in the midst of violence and turmoil.

Just before the destruction of Sodom, when Lot entertained the two angels of God – the wicked men of Sodom rallied around his house intent on harming them.  Lot went out and talked to them.  He tried to appease them but they would not listen and they threatened his life.  The angels pulled him back into the house and in the 19th chapter of Genesis, verse 10, says . . . “they pulled him into the house and “shut the door”.  In Lot’s case the closed door meant protection.
The 3rd chapter of Judges tells the story of the children of Israel serving the King of Moab for 18 years, because they had done evil in the sight of the Lord.  They cried unto the Lord and He raised up a deliverer by the name of Ehud, the second judge of Israel.  Ehud and the children of Israel carried tribute to Eglon, the King of Moab.  When they had finished offering the tribute to 

Eglon -  Ehud sent the bearers of the tribute away.  He whispered to the king that he had a secret errand to tell to the king so Eglon sent all that stood by him away.  

Eglon and Ehud were in the King’s summer porch that he had for himself alone.


Secretly Ehud had a two-edged dagger hidden under his clothes.  When everyone 


was gone, Ehud took the dagger and plunged it into his very fat belly.  Ehud went 

out and shut the doors and locked them.  In Ehud’s case the closed door resulted

in victory for the forces of Israel.

There is a story of a widow woman in II Kings the 4th chapter.  She told the prophet Elisha about her husband’s death and her financial plight and how her creditors were going to take her two sons away for slaves to satisfy her indebtedness.  Elisha ask her what she had in her house and she told him she had only one pot of oil.  “Go borrow vessels from all thy neighbors, not just a few.”  “And when thou art come in, shut the door upon thee and thy sons, and pour out into all of these vessels.”  She did exactly what the prophet told her to do and after shutting the door upon her and her sons began filling all the vessels from the only one that she had.  When all were filled the oil stopped flowing.  “Then, she came and told the man of God.  And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt. . . . (II Kings 4:6).  In the widow’s case the closed door meant provision.
And so with the child of God – Jesus said, “. . .when thou prayest, enter into thy room, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father, who is in secret; and thy Father, who seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”  (Matthew 6:6) Jesus said, “Shut thy door”.  God reveals Himself fully to the believing heart in the secret place of prayer – the world shut out – behind closed doors!

God works behind closed doors, behind the closed doors of the secret chamber 


of prayer.  This is where the believer will experience peace, protection, victory


and provision – and as Jesus has promised – the Presence of God.

While God works behind closed doors – God servants work thru open doors. 

Evangelizing is the believer’s only task and it is characterized by open doors.  Acts 16:26-30 tells
us about a great earthquake that shook the foundations of the prison where Paul and Silas were held captive. An earthquake so bad that all the prison doors were opened.  The keeper of the prison was so frightened he was going to kill himself.  Paul told him to “do thyself no harm for we are all here.”  
Trembling, the jailer fell down at the feet of Paul and Silas and said, “What must I do to be saved?” 

This open door resulted in the salvation of the Philippian jailer.
In II Corinthians 2:12 Paul tells that when he got to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, “a door opened unto me of the Lord.”  Paul asked the Colossian believers to pray that God would open a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ.
The apostle John in Revelation 3:8 penned the angel’s message to the church at Philadelphia  - “Behold, I have set before thee an open door and no man can shut it.”

When God shuts a door nobody can open it – When he opens a door 


nobody can shut it!  This is God’s order - shut door = preparation,

open door = service.

When Jesus stood in the midst of his forlorn disciples that day he said “Peace be unto you.” (John 20:19) and showed them His hands and His side (verse 27).  He did this because it is the only basis and guarantee of peace to the needy human heart today – the finished work of Christ on Calvary.  Colossians 1:20:  “. . . having made peace through the blood of His cross. . .”

Great changes took place in the hearts of those disciples that evening.  There was a change in attitude.  “Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord.” (John 20:20)




Before. . . . . . .
Mary wept






Peter denied






Cleopas despaired






Thomas doubted






The disciples went into hiding because of fear.

When Jesus stood in the midst  - they that were sad were made glad!

Another change was that of assignment. John 20:21 “As my Father hath sent me, so send I you.”


“I’m sending you just like my Father sent me – on the same basis with

credentials from heaven – for the same purpose.”  The one whom Jesus


sends must have the same characteristics as His Lord.

He is God’s representative:  “. . .we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we beg you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”  (II Corinthians 5:20)

He has His character:  The hallmark of Jesus was humility.  (John 13: 4, 5, 15)  “He riseth from supper and laid aside His garments, and took a towel, and girded Himself.  After that He poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”




He has a responsibility:  “. . . I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. . . .” (John 15:16)

The third change was that of ability. (John 20:22)  Jesus said, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit. . .”
There were two of them there that day who were transformed by this visit and this empowering.

John received the Holy Spirit and talked about it in his first epistle, he says, “We have an unction from the Holy One and we know all things. . .”  (I John 2:20) Verse 27 reads:   ‘. . . the anointing we have received of Him abideth in you.”

John received that unction, the anointing from Jesus Christ, the risen Lord, and it 


completely transformed him and made the “son of thunder” into the “apostle of love”.

Peter received the Holy Ghost and in his first epistle the 11th verse: “If any man minister let him do it as of the ability which God giveth”.  That ability that God gives is the same ability Peter received that night in that upper room.  Peter received the Holy Spirit that night and it completely transformed him and made that impulsive, vacillating, sword-brandisher realize that God’s work could never be done in the energy of the flesh. God’s work could only be done with the ability that God gives. 

On the day of Pentecost filled with the Holy Ghost – filled with that anointing –

filled with that ability he preached the sermon that brought into existence the infant 


church.  (Acts 2:14 – 47)

It all came out of that upper room – the change of attitude, the assignment and the God-given ability.  The door was shut and Jesus was in the Midst !    
The greatest danger for the believer is to neglect the place of prayer – don’t let the hinges of the prayer closet get rusty from non-usage.
· Prayer is Power






· Prayer is Productivity
· Prayer is Transformation


Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1)

