Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is first and foremost the great annual American feast day!  It historically belongs to “the land of the free and the home of the brave”!
· On December 13, 1621, Governor Bradford proclaimed three



days of feasting, prayer and singing

· George Washington proclaimed a Day of Thanksgiving be held



on November 26, 1789

· In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last



day of November “as a day of thanksgiving and praise to


our beneficent heavenly Father




Thanksgiving is the season when




God-fearing, brave and dauntless men




dared to defy the tyrant’s rod





because they loved and honored God.




So, trusting God they set their sails,





braved stormy winds and howling gales.




To this fair land they came at last





and with a prayer their anchor cast.



A prayer of praise and gratefulness





for God Almighty’s faithfulness.




In prayer they made a dedication





of their fond future aspiration.



A land where God shall be supreme





where liberty shall be the theme.




They set aside with exultation





a day of feast and celebration.



A day of rich significance





for providential circumstance.




To praise the Lord for His good pleasure





for all His blessings without measure.



For health and home and happiness





a nation destined for success.




There could but one apt name be given





a day recalling heaven’s blessing.



Significant of Godly living,





They called it simply this:








      Thanksgiving!







       - Douglas R. Fisher
Essentially, Thanksgiving is a Christian observance.  Psalm 136 repeats “Give thanks unto the Lord” 4 times (verses 1, 2, 3, 26).  Why give thanks to the Lord? “For His mercy (loving kindness) endureth forever” that is repeated twenty-six times.
The Apostle Paul tells us in I Thessalonians 5:18 - “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  He also tells us also in Hebrews 13:15 “. . . let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.”
The substance of our Thanksgiving blessings are in every area of our lives:
· Temporal blessings - - James 1:17 “Every good and perfect gift cometh from 



 above. . .”

· Physical and Emotional blessings - - The 4th chapter of Philippians teaches us that 



we should “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and supplication



      with Thanksgiving, let your requests to made known unto God.  



     And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 



      your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Verses 6 and 7)  



     “. . . God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and love, 


   
     and of a sound mind.”  (II Timothy 1:7)
· Spiritual Blessings - - Ephesians 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
                                            
         
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
                      


            in heavenly places in Christ. . .”
In addition, there are three wonderful things that every believer should be especially thankful for:
· THE CHURCH - - The body that has been founded by Christ and bought by His blood.


        (I Corinthians 6:20) His church that is built on the foundation of the



        apostles and prophets – the hallmark of which is fellowship.




        We are linked with Jesus and each other.  (I Corinthians 12:12)
                                “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the 


        members of that one body, being many, are one body ,so also

 

        is Christ.”
· THE BIBLE - - God’s holy word, God’s love letter to man. (Psalm 119:89)  


  “Forever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.”  (Psalm 138:2)  



  “. . . for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.”

In this book there is:
Cleansing - - “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way?  By taking 



          heed thereto according to thy word.” (Psalm 119:9)




Victory over sin - - “Thy word have I hidden in mine heart, that I might not





        sin against thee.”  (Psalm 119:11)




Guidance - - “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”




          (Psalm 119:105)




Peace of mind - - “Great peace have they who love they law, and nothing 




     shall offend them.”  (Psalm 119:165)



Salvation – “. . . from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are





       able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith, which is in





       Christ Jesus.”  (II Timothy 3:15)

· JESUS - -  In the Book of John, chapters 1, 6, 8, 10, 11 and 14 we find that He is the


 
      one who reveals God to us.  He is the bread of life and the light of the 


      world. He is the door to heaven and the good shepherd.  He is the 


      resurrection and the life and the way, the truth, and the life.
Apart from Jesus there is no salvation, no everlasting life, no eternal hope, no heaven.
In the light of what Jesus has done, is doing, and will do for every child of God everyday

in the life of the believer should be Thanksgiving day!
